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Topics for today 

Where are we now? 3 big 

demographic trends 

 

5 expert tips to find data for your 

own county 



Where are we now? 

• Minnesota’s 2013 population is 5,420,380 

 

• Minnesota added 348,446 (7.8%) people from 2000 to 2010 

• Minnesota and South Dakota (7.9%) led the frost belt in percent 
population growth 

• Minnesota ranked 26th in percent change and 21st in number 
change 

• Texas added 4.3 million and Nevada 35.1% to lead the nation 

• Minority population growth accounted for the majority of total 
growth 2000-10.  Percent minority population increased from 11.7% 
in 2000 to 17% in 2010 



Minnesota’s projected net migration and 
natural change, 2012-2065  
 

Source: State Demographic Center projections, U.S. Census Bureau data used as base 
population for projections 



MN ranks highly on a large number of 
indicators 

Source: Minnesota Compass 



3 Big 

Demographic 
Trends 

• Growth patterns within MN 
have changed 

• Increasing diversity—
ethnicity, language, religion, 
and other aspects 

• Aging 



Trend 1 
Post-recession 

growth looks new 
and different 



Exurban 
growth 
in the 
2000s 

Source: PolicyMap, U.S. 
Census Bureau data 



Source: CURA Reporter, 
Winter/Spring 2014 

Population loss 
along western 
edge of state, 
down into 
Southwestern 
prairies has 
been long-
standing 

U.S. Census Bureau data 



Population growth rates have  
converged over the last decade 
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Growth rates are converging nationally 
too 

Source: Brookings Institution 



Trend 2  
Increasing 
Diversity 



Source: mncompass.org  

50 years of growing diversity in our 
region, state, nation 
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Between 2000 and 2010 most of 
Minnesota’s growth was Populations of 
Color 

Of Color 
86% 

White  
14% 

350,000 more Minnesota residents in 2010 than in 2000 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



Black, Latino and Asian populations 
growing rapidly 
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MN is becoming more diverse…unevenly 

Source: mncompass.org 



Trend 3  
Population Aging 



How many additional “older adults” will 
Minnesota gain during this decade? 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 85  
 55   71   67  

 47  

 91  

 -     -     -     -     -    

1950s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 10s 20s 30s 40s 2050s

Change in older adults, age 65+ (in thousands) 



Unprecedented increases in MN’s  
“older adult” population  
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Why are the changes so marked now? 

65 years 

Source: MN State Demographic Center Projections 



Budget pressures will change 
More 65+ than school-age by 2020 
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General Fund Expenditures Within Health & Human Services 

K-12 
Education 

42% 

Health & 
Human 
Services 

31% 

Higher 
Education 

8% 

All other 
areas 
19% 

• Medical Assistance 
Expenditures: 25% of GF 
spending (8.5 billion) 

• Medical Assistance 
Expenditures for the Elderly 
and Disabled: 16% of GF 
spending (5.5 billion) 

• MA expenditures include 
basic care, long-term care 
waivers and long-term 
institutional care 
 

Changing demand for public services 

Sources: Minnesota Management and Budget, February 2013.  House Research, Long-Term Care 
Services for the Elderly, November 2012 



Minnesota’s labor force growth is 
projected to slow 

Average Annual Change 
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Demographic change will shape the future…but 
not completely determine it 

• These data are sobering IF we continue to 
adhere to the policies and institutional 
arrangements that we have built for our 
demographic past. 

 

• Aging trend will bring new opportunities; and a 
new license for innovative pathways to well-
being. 

 

 



5 tools to get county-level data 

and look smart—in a hurry 



1 Quickly look up a Census 2010 

demographic profile for an area 

census.gov/2010census/popmap/ 



State & County QuickFacts 
 
A quick side-by-side look-up of key demographic data. 
Compare any county or city in MN to the state as a whole. 
Total population, race, age group, and some basic social 
and economic data from the most recent U.S. Census 
Bureau offerings.  
 

 
 

2 Compare a city or county to MN on 

popular data points 

quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/27000.html 



3 Compare multiple counties or cities, or 

get trend data 

mncompass.org/demographics 

-or- 

mncompass.org/profiles 



4 Examine data on a map, including 

historical data 

www.census.gov/censusexplorer 

 



MN State Demographic Center website 
 
Access our population estimates and projections, 2010 
and historical decennial census data; topical data on 
aging, economy, education, labor force, immigration and 
more; links to data tools and resources; and reports to 
help make all the data meaningful.  When you don’t know 
where to begin your data search, start with us.  
 

 
 

5 Get help navigating these options and 

a wealth of other resources 

mn.gov/demography 



Our Projections Page: 

• Find state, county and 
Economic 
Development Region 
projections to 2045, 
by age and gender 

• Explore population 
pyramids for all 
counties through 2045 

mn.gov/demography/projections 

http://mn.gov/admin/demography/data-by-topic/population-data/our-projections/


Want even more data?  
Attend day-long training at our office 

mn.gov/admin/demography/reports-
resources/tutorials-trainings/demographic-day-
camp.jsp 



Stay tuned, keep in touch. 

 

mn.gov/demography 

susan.brower@state.mn.us 

Twitter: @MN_StateData 
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